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VILLAGE AND THE TOWER

The name of the village Pityos derives from the word pitys (pine) or
from the ancient name of Chios, Pityousa (pine-covered).

There is no evidence that the present village of Pityos was inhabited
in ancient times but there were small settlements scattered around the
surrounding area, for example at Eklisidia, close to the northern edge of the
village, at Panagia Theotokina at the southern exit of the village and at the
neighbouring area of Fardi Pigadi.

The tower was built in medieval times for military reasons. More
specifically its purpose was to control the natural route which leads
through the mountainous areas of northeastern Chios to Amani and to
western Chios, that is from the area of Kardamyla towards Volissos, as well
as to the western coast of the island. Later, the inhabitants of the small
settlementsin the area moved in around the tower, thus creating the village of
Pityos in its present location. On the western side of the village, barely visible,
there is a set of houses, which formed a kind of fortification enclosure at the
base of the tower rock above the river. To the north of the tower, built on
the same level, stands the church of Saint Demetrios with well preserved wall
paintings from the Palaeologean age (13th - 15th centuries).

“Pityos Village” is mentioned in a chrysobull of the Byzantine Emperor
Michael VIII Paleologus in 1259, in which the possessions of the famous
monastery Nea Moni on the whole island of Chios are registered.
The second piece of information about the tower of Pityos comes from the
14th century, in 1346, in the Treaty between the Chios and the Genoese.
Specifically, in the Treaty signed between Chiot nobles and the conquering
naval lord Simone Vignoso, Pityos is explicitly cited among the places that
were sunrendered. Later, in 1364, Pityos is shown as a castellanus headquarters.
In 1422, when the Florentine monk Christofor Buodelmonti visited the
island, he marked the tower next to the name of the village. From that
point on, travellers who visited Chios at various times have marked their
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HEVEG ayPOIKieg, TO onpePIvE xwpid Mitudg Sev eixe katoiknBei, aAG unnpxav
Sidonaprtol pIkpoi oIkiopoi otny NepIpEPEId Tou, dnwg otnv neploxi ExkkAnoi-
b1a, kovtd oto Bdpeio dkpo tou xwpioy, otn Béon MNavayia n Ogotokiva otn
véua €6060 tou xwploy, N atnv nAncidxwpn nepioxn @apdu Mnyadi.

YTOUG PECAIWVIKOUG Xpdvoug 1I5pUbnke 0 NUpyog, Tou onoiou n Kata-
okeun eniPARBNke yia otpatwtikols Adyous. Eibikétepa, okondg tng Atav
0 éAeyxog tng puoikng SidPaong nou anotelei t pdvn Siodo emikoiveoviag
péoa and toug opeivous dykoug TG BopeloavatoNiking Xiou mpog tnv Apavi
ka1t Sutikn Xio, and v nepioxi twv KapSaptAwy npog v nepioxn téoo
g BoAioooU 600 kal npog t Sutkn akth tou vnoioU. Apydtepa, yupw and
Tov oxUPS MUPYO CUYKEVIPWONKAY KATOIKOI MIKPWV OIKICHWY TG EUPUTEPNG
NEPIOXNG ouVOIKiCovtag To xwpid tou Mituolg mou undpxel £wg oAPEPa. Ztn
Sutikn nAeupd tou onpepivol xwplol duadidkprn Siatnpeital n adidonactn
oeIpd Twv onmdy nou oxnpduday éva gibog oxupwpaukoy nepiBdéAou, otoug
npdnodeg tou Bpdxou tou NUpyou kai Ndvew and tov notapd. Yta Bopeia
Tou NUPYoU Kal Xtopévog oto idio é§appa tou Ppdxou Ppioketal o vadg
Tou Ayiou Anpntpiou nou od{gl ToIXoYPAPIES TwV NAAQIOASYEIWV XPOVwV
(130¢ - 150¢ aivacg).

To wiwpiov Mituole» pvnpoveletal oe xpuodBoulho tou Bulavuvol
autokpdtopa MixanA H MalaioAéyou to 1259, oto onoio kataypdpovial
Ta petdxia Tou nepipnpou povactnpiol tng Néag Movig oe Ao to vnai tng
Xiou. H mpdytn nAnpopopia nou avtieital and ug nnyég yia tov idio tov nipyo
avdyetal ota péoca tou 14ou aidva, T 1346, otn cuvBnkn nou uneypden
peta&y twv Xiwv kal twv Mevouaty kataktnty, énou to Mitudg (lo Pitio)
nepihapBavetal otov katdhoyo twv oxupwy nou napéafav o levoudreg,
eved 0 1381 ndN oe éyypapo twv Mevouatdv avapépetal pntd wg éS5pa
kaoteMdGvou. To 1422 nou eMICKENTETAl TO VNGi 0 PAWPEVTIVEG HOVAXOG
Christoforo Buodelmonti nA&i otnv ovopacia tou xwpiod (Pithio) onpe-
@vel Tov NUpyo. ExTtote, ol nepinyntég nou katd kaipoUg enioképOnkay
Xio avagépouv tov nipyo xwpig Spwg kapia GAn nAnpogopia yi’ autdy,
nANV tng Unap&ng tou

maps with the tower but without giving any further information about it. YIIOYPT'EIO To 1822 katd i Sidpkeia g Zpayng g Xiou eival yvwotd 6t 1o xwpid
In 1822, during the time of the Massacre of Chios, it is known that the IMOAITIEMOY KaTaoTPAPnKe oAooxePWS and toug OBwpavols. H teAeutaia gpopd otnv
village was completely destroyed by the Ottomans. The last time perhaps iotopikn tou Siadpopn nou o NUpyog iows xpnoipononBnke yia Toug
T . EOOPEIA , : ) ) .
that the tower was used for the purpose for which it was built, namely APXAIOTHTON XIOY Aéyoug yia toug onoioug kataokeudoBnke, SnAadn yia otpatwtkolg

militarily, wasin 1912.

In December 1912, the last military commander of the Ottomans,
Zichny Bey, retreated to Pityos where he held the headquarters of his
operations and found a safe place for storing food supplies and munitions.
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okonoug, htavto 1912.

To AeképBpio tou 1912 unoxwpnoe oto MNitudg Kal To KATETTNOE KEVIPO
TWV EVEPYEILIV TOU KAl TNG CUYKEVTPWONG TPOPIHWY Kal MOAeHOPodiwy
0 teAeuTaiog Xrpauwukdg Aloiknthg wov OBwpavv oto vnai, 0 Zixvih unéng.
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O nipyog oo Mituée, kuopévog oe andtopn Bpaxwdn éEapon, deondlel oe
xapddpa drou épee MOTAPAG KAl KATOMTEVE! EUPEID MEPIOXN £00G KAl TO OTEVO
peta&u Xiou kai pikpaoiatukdy napaliwv. Exel akavévioto dekaeEanieupo
oxnpa kai xwpidetal o€ tpia ecwtepikd enineda, dSnAadn oto 106yeio, otov
Spogo kai oto ddpa. To cuvoAikd Uog tou Ktnpiou avépxetal ota 13p.
Yo eninebo tou Iooyeiou undpxouv Tpeig BoAooKenEig XPol, and Toug onoi-
oug o1 dUo empnkelg (Xpog | kal Xdpog 2 oto oxédio tng kdtoywng tou 100-
yeiou) xpnaipeuayv g anoBNKeg UNIKGYV, TPO®IHV KA. KAl O TOITOG, O HIKPO-
TEPOG, eival n otépva tou Nipyou. O1 xwpol Tou Iooyeiou gival nepikAeictol, dev
éxouv kavevég eiboug Gvolypa npog ta 6w kai Sev enikoivewvouy peta&y toug.
210 E0WTEPIKS TOUG EXOUV NAPAPEIVEl AVEMAPOI Ol PUCIKOI OXNPATICHOI TOoU
Bpdxou, pe tonikég pdvov enxwpaTtoEelg Kal Siapoppoelg Sanédwy, kal
10 KTpIo éxel BepehiwBel angeuBeiag ndvw oto puoikd tou unéPBabpo. Xn
otépva anoBnkelovtav ta vepd tng Bpoxing nou dioxetediovtav oe auth and
10 SOPA, pé€cw evdg KUAIVOPIKOU MMAIVOU aywyoU, EVOWHATWHEVOU GTNV TOI-
xornoAlia Tou Ktnpiou.

O époog anoteheital and Sbo peydhous Boookeneic xdpoug (Xwpog 3 kal
Xbpog 4 oto oxédio TG KATowng Tou 0pdPou), MOU EMKOIVEKVOUV HE EVOIA-
peon BUpa. O MPWOTOGE XDPOG MoU MNPOCTATteVeTal PUOIKG and t xapddpa
SiaBéte SUo BUpeg e10660u, evd o Seltepog nou eival oTPAPPEVOG OE MIo
eunpSoPANTn nepioxn éxel pévov napdBupa. O1 SUo xwWPol enikovewvoly
TO00 WE TOUG XWPOUG TOU I00Yeiou GO0 Kal PE TO WA, PEOW KATAMAKTY.
And tn Seltepn aiBouca tou opdgpou kail pdvov ntav epiktn n kdBodog otn
otépva.

Yo Swpa Bpiokovral ol endAEeIg o1 onoieg otg NAeUPES Tou NUPyouU Mou eival
OTPAPPEVEG MPOG TO PAaPAYYI, EXOUV MApaxwPEnoel t Béon toug oe anAd YnAd
otnBaio Mepipetpikd Baivel o otevdg nepidpopog, dnou otékovtav ol apuvéd-
pevol otpattes. H emigpdveia tou dwpatog dev ritav eninedn, kabwg npoBai-
Aovtav oto pécov tou Ta e§PAdxIa twv U0 NPIKUAIVOPIKDY BGAwY Tou 0pd-
ou. OAn n éktaon Atav emiotpwpévn pe uSPAUNIKS (UYPOPOVWTIKS) Koviapa.
H apxitextoviki avéAuon tou oikodopnpatog katédei§e du n onpepivi
HOP®A Tou NUPYoU eival anOTEAECHA TPIV OIKOOOUIKWV PACEWY, CUPME-
paocpa nou enPBefaichBnke and ta nopiopata tg avackapIKAG EDEUVAG MOU
SievepynBnke oto pvnpeio: otnv apxaidtepn pAon, Nou XPOVOAOYETal oG
apxégtou 14ou al, kataokeudoBnke évag moAuywvikog nupyos — niBavétata
e€anAeupog — pe EUNIVa peconatpAaTa KAl KEPAPOOKENNA, OTO EGWTEPIKS TOU
onoiou Siapop@dvovtay TouhdxicTov Tpelg otdBpeg (I06yeIo, SPOPOg Kal
Scdpa). H NBoSopin autig tng pdong anoteAeital and oxetkd peydAoug toni-
KkoUg AiBoug nou avapeod toug napepéAovial tepdxia nAatcv nAivBwy.
Yn Seltepn pdon, mou xpovoAoyeital oto 150 al. otoug xpdvoug toug levou-
atoKPaATiag, Kal PETd and KAMoIa KAtaoTpoph Mou CNPEIBNKE — N PUOIKN
" WG ANGPPOIA MOAEUIKMV EMIXEIPNTEWY -, © APXIKOG MOAUYWVIKOG MUPNVAG
evioxUBnke. Tote, cupnAnpdBnke kai enevdUBNKe pe I0xuPOUG Kal MAXEIG TOi-
XOUG e€WTEPIKA, pE anotéAeopa va Adfel To onpepIvo Tou NePiypappa Kal va
gppaviCel tn Siapdppuwon TG onpepivig e§wTePIKNG Tou dyng. Ztnv Tpitn
@d&on, mou xpovoloyeital oto a” ApIcu tou 160u al. katd t Sidpkeia akdpn
g levouatokpatiag otn Xio, KataokeudoBnkav oTo ECWTEPIKS TOU KTNPiou
o1 8601 mou kaAUntouy GAOUG TOUG XWPOUG, KaBWG Kal ol HECAio! TOXOI Moy
ToUG OTNPICOLV. XTOUG EMOPEVOUG QICIVEG TO KTNPIO MEPIENECE OE AXPNOIA.

THE TOWER

KATOWH IXOTEIOY
GROUND PLAN OF THE FIRST FLOOR

KATOWH OPO®QOY
GROUND PLAN OF THE SECOND FLOOR

The tower at Pityos, built on a steep rocky cliff, dominates a ravine where once
ariverflowed and it overlooks a wide area up to the straits between Chios and
the coast of Asia Minor. It has sixteen sides and three interior levels: the ground
floor, the first floor and the roof. The total height of the construction is 13m.
On the ground floor there are three barrel — vaulted rooms. Two of them are
rectangular (Room | and Room 2 on the ground plan) and they were used
for storing materials, foodstuff etc. The third room, which is the smaller one,
was the cistern of the tower. The rooms of the ground floor are enclosed, they
have no opening outwards and there is no communication between them.
Their floors are formed by the rock as the building has been founded on its
natural bedrock. The rain water was stored in the cistern through a clay pipe
embodied in the masonry that brought water from the roof.

The first floor consists of two large vaulted rooms (Room 3 and Room 4 on
the ground plan) which communicate through an intermediate door. The first
room, physically protected by the ravine, has two entrance openings, while
the second one has only windows, due to its proximity to a more vulnerable
area. The two rooms communicate with both the ground floor and the roof
via trap-doors. The access to the cistern was possible only from the second
room of the first floor.

The ramparts were on the roof. On those sides of the tower that overlook
the ravine there was a simple high parapet instead of ramparts. The narrow
walkway, where the defenders stood, follows the perimeter. The roof was not
level, because in the middle protruded the curves of the two vaults covering
the first floor, below. All the surface of the roof was covered with water proof
plastering.

Architectural analysis of the building showed that the present form of the
tower is the result of three structural phases and this is a conclusion confirmed
by the finds of the excavation research carried out at the monument: In the
earliest phase, dating back to the beginning of the 14th century, a polygonal
tower was constructed — most probably six side — with wooden floors and
a tile roof. In the interior, there were at least three levels (ground floor, first
floor, roof). The masonry of this phase consists of rather large local stones with
bricksinserted between. In the second phase, dating back to the 15th century
during the Genoese occupation, and after a disaster that occurred — either
natural or as a result of military operations — the original polygonal core was
reinforced. It was then that it was strengthened and coated externally with
strong, thick walls, resulting in its present outline and external form. In the
third phase, dated in the first half of the 16th century, when the Genoese still
occupied Chios, were constructed the vaults that cover the rooms inside, as
well as the intermediate wall that supported them. In the following centuries
the tower lost itsimportance and fell into disrepair.

EPIrO THZ AMOKATAXTAXHX TOY MEZAIQNIKOY MYPIOY ZTO MITYOX. TO EPIFO YT XPHMATOAOTHOHKE AMO TO METPO «MOAITIZMOX» TOY I * KOINOTIKOY MAAIZIOY ETHPI=HL,
KATA 75% AMO TO EYPQIAIKO TAMEIO MEPI®EPEIAKHI ANAMTY=ZHX KAl 25% AMO EONIKH ZYMMETOXH.

TOEPTO THXAIIOKATAYXTAXHY
KAIHANAYKA®IKH EPEYNA

Tro nAaiolo Tou £épyou tng anokatdotaong tou nupyou, £yivav enepBAceig
rou e§a00pANIcaV T oTaTKN ENAPKEIN TOU KTNPIOU, AMwG CTEPEWTEIS, TOMIKEG
AVAKTIOEIG KAl TOMIKA EVEPATA, XWPIG VA YIVOUV OVOKATACKEUEG N MPocBnkeg
nou Ba aMoiwvav Ty auBevukdtnta tou pvnpeiou. Tkondg twv MePIOPIoHE-
VNG KNIHOKAG avaotnAwTikav enepBdoewy Atav n Sidowon tou Kinpiou nou
eixe BAaPel and to xpdvo kar n avadefn tng poppng kai tng Aertoupyiag tou
nupyou. Baputnta 668nke otny évragn twv vEWY KATAOKEUWY MOU ENETPEYAV
v anédoon Tou KINPiou Oto KOIVO w§ EMICKEWYIPOU pvnpeiou, katd tpdro
nou va o£Betal tg SIaKPIVOPEVEG KATAOKEUAOTIKES (PACEIG, VA PNV AnoKPUITEl
A Va NOPAroIEl CTOIXEIN TOU KTNPIOU KAl VA Napéxel tn Suvatdtnta agpaipeong
TOUG OTO PENNOV XWPIG TO pvnpigio va aAolwe.

H npéofaon oto pvnpeio yivetar péow EuAivev Siadpdpwy - e€edpav, ol
onoieg 0dnyoulv ot e&wtepikn KAipaka yia v avodo otov dpopo. H efwrte-
pIKN petaAIkn kAipaka gival anoAdtwg ave§dptntn and to pvnpeio, autope-
popevn kal o andotacn and autd. LToUG E0WTEPIKOUG XWPOUG TOU NUpyou
Kai og andotacn and toug toixoug tonoBetnBnkay §uAiva kataotpopata,
nou S1eukoAGVOUV TNV KUKAOPOpIia xwpig va BAGnTtouy to Kthplo, Mpoota-
tebouv 1o aubevukéd 6dnedo, kal napdMnia eGunnpetoly v ékBeon twv
NANPOPOPIAKWY MIVAKISwY. Zug BECEIG TwV apXIK@V KATAMAKTIWY Tou nip-
you tonoBetnBnkav véa E0Aiva kKAIpakooTtdoia, MoU ENTPENOUY TNV EMioKEYN
oto 106yelo Kal oto Swpa Tou NUpyou.

Mpiv tnv évapén tou £pyou g anokatdotaong tou ndpyou SievepynOn-
KQV avaoKagIKEG epyacieg nou napouaiacav 1diaitepn SuokoAia, Adyw tng
Suoxépeiag nou unnpP&e otnv anokopIdN Twv PePTLIV UNIKWV Kal otny EANeIyn
agPIopPOU GTOUG XWPoug nou avackantoviav. O gpyacieg ohokAnpBnkav
katd tn SiGpKeIa Tou £pyou Kal avaoKAPNKav oto GUVOAS Toug o1 SU0 XWPO!
ToU I00Yeiou kaBdg kal tphpa tou Sdpatog.

Ta otoixeia nou npoékuwav and tnv avackagph eival onpavukd Sidu eni-
BePaiwoav tnv Unapén tpiv oIKOSOPIKWDY PACEWY OTO PVNEIO O Oroieg
papPTUPOUY yia TV iSpuon Kai th cuvexn xpnon tou nUpyou and tov 140 éwg
Ka1 TG apxég tou 160u aicva. Zuykekpipéva anokaAigOnke 6u otny naiaid-
TEPN PACN TOU Pvnpgiou, mou mMBavedg xpovoloyeital otg apxég tou 14ou at,
avikel tunpa danédou and natnpévo xwpa nou Bpébnke oto Xwpo | tou 1co-
yeiou. Znv Seldtepn pdon, nou xpovoloyeital oto 140 — 150 al. tonoBetouvral
1a neploocdtepa oikodopikd Agipava nou npbav oto pwe katd tv Sidpkeia
NG AvVaoKaPnG. Xe autiv o1 SU0 XWPOI TOU ICOYEIOU EMIKOIVGWVOUCAV PETagy
TOUG PE AVOIYHA MOU UMNPXE OTOV eVOIAUETS TOUG TOIXO, OMwG EMIONG EMIKOIVW-
voUGE T0 160YEIO e Tov Opopo pe NBSKToTn KAipaka, unoAeiupata tg onoiag
Bpébnkav oto onpepivéd xwpo g otépvag. H peydAn noodtnta kepapiduwyv
nou BpéBnkav oe AVOOKAPIKS OTPWHA KATAOTPOPAG KE iXvn Kalong, SnAc-
Vel 6T TO KTIoPa 08 aUTN TN PAoN EPEPE KEPAPOOKEMN. TNV TPItN Kall teAeutaia
(pAON KATAOKEUWY OTO pvnpeio, mou Ba npénel va xpovohoynBei oug apxég
tou 160u at,, 0 NUpyog tou Mituols éAafe t onpepivia Tou popgn. Kataokeu-
GoBnke 0 T0ix0G Mou xwpPidel to 166YEIo Kal Tov dpogo ot SUo empnkelg Bolo-
OKENEIGXWPOUG kal enépepe pIdkéG alayég otnv ecwtepikn SiappuBuion tou
nupyou: £éppade o Avolyua rnou enétpene TV enikoivewvia peta&l wov duo
XWPWV TOU I00YEIOU Kal Katnpynoe tnv npolndpxouca AiBdkuotn kAipaka
enikovwviag Isoyeiou — opdpou. Tnv Béon tng kAipakag katéAafe n kivotépva.

RESTORATION WORK
AND EXCAVATION RESEARCH

To restore the tower various careful interventions have been made without
proceeding to any rebuilding or additions that would degrade the authenticity
of the monument. The objective of the limited range of these interventions
was the preservation of the building, which had suffered damage over time,
andthe preservation of the form and the function of the tower. Great attention
has been given to the accessibility of the new structures so that the building
would be open to the public as an accessible monument. This was done in a
manner that sought to respect the distinct structural phases of the building,
to avoid distorting or hiding any of its elements, and to permit their partial
removal in the future without degrading the monument.

The access to the monument is through wooden passageways — ramps,
which lead to an external stairway ascending to the first floor. The external
metalladder is absolutely independent from the monument, self-cradled and
at a distance from it. Inside, at a distance from the walls, wooden decks have
been placed in order to facilitate internal movement but without touching the
building and to protect the original floor, as well as at the same time facilitating
the exhibition of informative panels. At the positions of the original trapdoors
of the tower new wooden stairways have been placed, which make visiting
the ground floor and the roof of the tower easier.

Before the beginning of the restoration works of the tower, excavating works
were carried out with great difficulty, due to problems connected with carrying
away the debris and the non existence of ventilation in the excavated areas.
The works were completed and the two rooms at the ground floor were
entirely excavated as well as a part of the roof.

The data gathered during the excavation are very significant, because
they confirm the existence of three construction phases of the monument,
and confirm the erection and the continuous use of the tower from the
14th century until the beginning of the 16th century. Specifically, a part of
earthern floor was revealed in Room | belonging to the earliest phase of the
construction, which might date in the beginning of the 14th century. Most
of the ruins that came to light during the excavation belong to the second
phase, dating from the period of the 14th and the 15th centuries. In this phase,
the two rooms on the ground floor had a communication opening on the
intermediate wall. Moreover, the ground floor communicated with the first
floor via a stone-built stairway, which stood where the cistern is today. The
big quantity of roof tiles that were found in an excavating layer with traces of
fire, shows that the building had a tiled roof. In the third and last phase of the
monument construction, which must date from the beginning of the 16th
century, the tower of Pityos took on the appearance it has today. The wall
that separates the ground floor and the first floor in two long vaulted rooms
and brought radical changes in the internal amangement of the tower was
constructed during that time. The opening between the two spaces of the
ground floor was walled and the stone-built stairway between the ground
floor and the first floor was pulled down, to be replaced by the cistern.

PROJECT OF RESTORATION OF THE MEDIEVAL TOWER AT PITYOS. THE WORK WAS FINANCED
75% BY THE SECTION “CIVILLIZATION” OF THE 3RD COMMUNITY SUPPORT SCOPE AND 25% BY NATIONAL CONTRIBUTION.




